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Assignment Description 

The CSTE Fellow will be housed in the Acute Disease Epidemiology Section (ADES) in the Epidemiology 
Program, which is directed by the Georgia State Epidemiologist, Dr. Cherie Drenzek.  ADES is one of 4 
Sections in the Epidemiology Program; the others include the Chronic Disease, Healthy Behaviors, and 
Injury Epidemiology Section, the HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Section, and the STD Epidemiology Section.  
The mission of the Acute Disease Epidemiology Section (ADES) is to optimize the health of Georgians by 
preventing and mitigating certain communicable and/or notifiable infectious diseases. The ADES is 
dedicated to fulfill its mission by using epidemiologic methods to:  

• Conduct surveillance of infectious diseases
• Identify and respond to emerging infectious disease threats
• Provide support to local and district public health and private partners in identifying training and

resource needs, developing guidelines for and investigating outbreaks or increases in endemic
rates of disease, developing educational and training materials, and collecting and disseminating
data.

• Publish and disseminate public health information: statistical reports (e.g. Georgia Epidemiology
Report), outbreak investigation reports, annual data summaries, and educational materials.

• Participate in emergency preparedness planning, response and recovery efforts.

 The Acute Disease Epidemiology Section is comprised of several infectious disease-specific
Surveillance Teams, including the Foodborne Disease Epidemiology and Outbreak Investigation
Team, the Vaccine-Preventable Diseases Epidemiology Team, the Respiratory Disease and
Healthcare-Associated Infections Team, and the Vectorborne and Zoonotic Disesase
Epidemiology Team. The CSTE Fellow will have a range of project opportunities in each of these
areas.

Day-to-Day Activities 

1) Participate in numerous field outbreak investigations (in 2013, the ADES supported District
Epidemiologists in the investigation of >100 outbreaks)

2) As one of only 10 Emerging Infections Program (EIP) sites in the United States, the Fellow would
have the opportunity to conduct Georgia-specific epidemiologic analyses for Emerging Infections
Program (EIP) datasets

3) The Fellow may participate in a two– to three-week  rotation through a District Health Office
and work closely with the District Epidemiologist on disease surveillance,  individual case follow
up, or data analysis activities

4) If interested, may participate in chronic disease, stroke registry, or other epidemiologic studies
under the coordination of experienced CSTE Fellow mentors such as A. Rana Bayakly, MPH.



Potential Projects 

Surveillance 
Evaluation 

Validation of the Animal Bite Module electronic laboratory record interface 

Evaluate and review data from the Animal Bite Module (ABM) within the State Electronic Notifiable 
Disease Surveillance System (SendSS) to validate laboratory information and identifying areas for 
improvement within the system. The ABM is a novel surveillance system which combines animal bite, 
laboratory, and victim follow up in one system allowing for better management of animal bites in the 
state. 

Surveillance 
Evaluation 

Evaluation of meningitis reporting completeness 

Evaluate meningitis reports from SendSS using Hospital Discharge Data to assess completeness of 
reporting.  This would be done with previous years’ data due to the approximately 1 year lag in 
obtaining Hospital Discharge Data. 

Surveillance 
Activity 

HAI Surveillance and data analysis 

Develop analysis approaches for data collected through the National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) 
database for healthcare-associated infections (HAI) in Georgia; this may include developing facility- 
specific HAI reports to compare facilities to state and national benchmarks. 

Major Project Perinatal Tdap compliance evaluation 

In 2012, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommended that healthcare 
personnel administer a dose of Tdap during each pregnancy irrespective of the patient’s prior history of 
receiving Tdap. Since many pregnant women rely on OB/GYNs to provide prenatal care, prenatal care 
visits present a logical opportunity to administer vaccinations. However, this opportunity is often 
missed. In 2013, the Georgia Department of Public Health partnered with the Georgia OB/GYN Society 
to pilot a knowledge, attitudes, and practices (KAP) survey to preliminary explore the knowledge, 
attitudes, and practices (KAP) of Georgia’s OB/GYNs surrounding Tdap vaccinations and to test the 
collection tool. Based on the pilot study results and feedback from key stakeholders, the fellow will work 
with the Vaccine-Preventable Disease (VPD) Epidemiology Unit, GA OB/GYN Society and Immunization 
Office to revise the original KAP survey. Once the survey is revised, the fellow will work with the GA 
OB/GYN Society to compile a comprehensive list of GA OB/GYN practices to receive the survey via mail 
and/or electronically. The fellow will be responsible for all data collection and following-up with OB/GYN 
practices that do not respond. Additionally, the fellow will be responsible for analyzing the data, 
compiling the data and findings into a comprehensive report, and presenting the data and significant 
findings to key stakeholders. 



Additional 
Project 

Zoonotic and vectorborne disease guidance creation 

Collaborate with the Zoonotic and Vectorborne Disease team to develop guidance for emerging zoonotic 
and vectorborne diseases in the state of Georgia (for example, the previous CSTE Fellow assisted in 
developing guidance for the 2014 response to Chikungunya). This may also include writing justifications 
for the addition of diseases to the notifiable disease list in Georgia. 

Preparedness Role 

There are many opportunities for involvement with epidemiologic preparedness including: Developing a 
plan to implement the ICS command structure for disease outbreak investigations; developing a plan for 
DPH first responder pre-deployment and just-in-time training, as well as deployment and post-
deployment health and safety monitoring; developing standard operating procedures for responding to 
zoonotic disease outbreaks that affect the human and veterinary community. 

Additional Activities 

The CSTE fellow will participate in a wide-range of acute disease outbreak investigations. 

Mentors 

Primary 
Cherie Drenzek, DVM, MS 
State Epidemiologist  

Secondary 
Laura Edison, DVM, MPH 
Career Epidemiology Field Officer 


