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Assignment Description 

The CSTE fellow will be located in the Epidemiology Section, which includes the Acute Epidemiology 
Program, the Chronic Disease, Healthy Behaviors and Injury Epidemiology Program, and the HIV/AIDS 
Epidemiology and Surveillance Unit. The Epidemiology Section is part of the Division of Health 
Protection, which also encompasses the Emergency Preparedness, the Environmental Health, the 
Emergency Medical Services and Trauma, and the HIV/STD/TB and Hepatitis Prevention and Control 
Sections, facilitating the Fellow's access to programmatic units related to his/her work. 

The fellow’s primary supervisor will be the Director of the HIV surveillance Unit and the secondary 
supervisor will be the Director of the Chronic Disease program. The fellow will be housed in the HIV 
Epidemiology/Surveillance Unit. This assignment offers opportunities to work on projects in the area of 
chronic disease and HIV epidemiology and surveillance, as well as acute disease epidemiology. Specific 
projects are proposed below in Section 7. These proposed projects can be modified depending upon the 
fellow’s interests. Proposed projects are primarily in HIV and chronic disease, but opportunities exist in 
Acute Disease Epidemiology Program as well.  The fellowship assignment will include a range of 
activities: working with surveillance systems, analyzing data, preparing reports, participating in district-
level work (see Day-to-Day Activities below). 

The Epidemiology Section spans a broad range of surveillance and epidemiologic activities with the goal 
of optimizing the health of Georgians:  

 The Acute Epidemiology Program is responsible for surveillance of communicable diseases, 
investigating communicable disease outbreaks, and is one of 10 Emerging Infections Programs in 
the US.  

 The Chronic Disease, Healthy Behaviors, and Injury Epidemiology Program maintains, analyzes 
and disseminates information from several large data collection systems: the Georgia Cancer 
Registry, the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey, the 
Georgia School Health Profile, the Adult Tobacco Survey, the Violent Death reporting System, 
the Georgia Coverdell Stroke Registry and the Trauma registry.  

 The HIV Surveillance Unit is responsible collecting and disseminating information from HIV Case 
Surveillance, the Medical Monitoring Project (MMP) which collects clinical and behavioral 
information on HIV infected persons in care, and the National HIV Behavior Survey which 
collects information on high risk populations.  

The Epidemiology Section will be responsible for ensuring the fellow has meaningful projects to work 
on, resources necessary to do work, clear direction, assistance in developing and carrying out projects, 
and a suitable work space. 

  



Day-to-Day Activities 

Main activities: 
• Developing and carrying out an analysis project, including literature review, analysis planning, 

data analysis, interpretation, report writing, dissemination. 
• Attending meetings in HIV surveillance Unit, as well as other programs as relevant (depending 

on selected projects) 
• Field experiences with staff from MMP and NHBS team (e.g. patient interviews for persons in 

care for HIV, interviews of persons at high risk for HIV) 
• Presenting findings at professional meetings, as well as to Community-based organizations. 
• Developing fact sheets on a variety of topics for website 
• Participating in special projects to supplement HIV surveillance data 
• Participating in field outbreak investigations with staff from Acute Epidemiology Program 
• Spending four weeks at the District Health Office and work closely with the District 

Epidemiologist on disease surveillance, individual case follow-up, and/or data analysis activities. 
• Participating in epi on call schedule and in related cross-training opportunities and in-service 

education sessions. 

 Attending Epidemiology Section and Department-level meetings to gain a broader perspective. 

Potential Projects 

Surveillance 
Evaluation  

Evaluating completeness of HIV surveillance 

Providers and laboratories are required by law to report HIV and related labs (e.g. CD4 counts and viral 
loads). All health care facilities, physicians, independent pathology laboratories and treatment centers 
report data on a monthly basis to the Georgia Comprehensive Cancer Registry (GCCR). These registries 
are currently being matched. The matched dataset will allow for evaluating the completeness of the HIV 
surveillance system using a capture-recapture methodology by identifying patients with AIDS-defining 
cancers who have not been reported to the HIV surveillance system. 

Major Project Analysis of HIV registry-Cancer registry match 

The dataset described above will allow for a descriptive analysis of persons with cancer and HIV in 
Georgia and determining the cancer incidence rate in this population according to various demographic 
characteristics. Analyses focusing on a specific cancer of interest or on patterns of care would also be 
feasible.  Additionally, the data can be geocoded to identify any clusters or areas of public health 
concern. 

Additional 
Project 

Analysis of Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance data 

The fellow will have the opportunity to work with the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) coordinator to 
add, revise and create the 2017 YRBS survey, work with the Georgia Department of Education (DOE) on 
possibly adding sexual behavior questions for the first time in Georgia and to conduct the 2017 YRBS in 
randomly selected middle and high schools in Georgia. The fellow will have the opportunity to analyze 
the 2015 YRBS data that will be collected from January to May 2015, data will be available for analysis in 
September 2015. 

  



Additional 
Project 

Analysis of matched MMP-HIV surveillance data 

The Medical Monitoring project (MMP) involves collecting information for a subset of persons with HIV 
in Georgia through interview and chart abstraction. Because HIV-related labs (CD4 counts and viral load 
tests) are collected in an ongoing manner for persons with HIV, the matching of these persons with the 
core surveillance database provides a means of following MMP participants over time.  The labs serve as 
a proxy for HIV care visits, and provide information on whether viral suppression was achieved.  Thus 
persons with and without given a specified condition can be compared in terms of retention in care and 
durability of viral suppression. 

Additional 
Project 

Analysis of Georgia School Health Profile data 

The Georgia School Health Profile is a survey on health policies implemented at public middle and high 
schools in Georgia. DPH is conducting the survey in 2014 with 300 public middle schools principal and 
300 public high schools principals as well as 600 lead health educators in both Georgia public middle and 
high school. The 2014 data are now available for analysis for the first time in Georgia. Policies covered 
include tobacco use, nutrition, physical activities as well as sexual education and intervention. At 
minimum CSTE fellow will analyze at the implementation of the policies and concordance with 
recommended guidelines. 

Preparedness Role 

Syndromic surveillance is a strategy used by the Georgia Department of Public Health for early event 
detection and to monitor the health of communities. It uses “pre diagnostic” information, such as chief 
complaints from people seeking acute care, to identify emerging trends of public health concern. The 
data are grouped into syndromes based on the patient’s symptoms and statistical algorithms are run to 
identify unusual temporal and geographic patterns that might indicate situations of concern. In Georgia, 
syndromic  surveillance is used to monitor the level of influenza-like illness during flu season, illnesses 
and injuries associated with major storms and natural disasters, and emerging outbreaks in the 
community. 

The CSTE Fellow will work closely with the Director of Epidemiology Preparedness, Wendy Smith, to 
evaluate the completeness and timeliness of syndromic surveillance data for priority syndromes such as 
Influenza-like illness (ILI) electronically from emergency departments, urgent care centers, and inpatient 
settings in Georgia to meet the meaningful use Stage 2 standards. 

Additional Activities  

Please see activities listed in Section 2, day-to-day activities. These include multiple opportunities for 
field activities, e.g. accompanying staff collecting data for HIV surveillance special projects, participating 
in outbreak investigations, spending time working at the District level. 

  



Mentors 

Primary  
Pascale Wortley, MD, MPH 
Director, HIV Epidemiology and Surveillance Unit 

  

Secondary  
Rana Bayakly, MPH 
Director, Chronic Disease, Health Behaviors, and Injury Epidemiology Section 

 


